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Abstract: This paper focuses on using visual tools in teaching English as a foreign
language classroom with an emphasis on the role of visual tools in facilitating the
teaching and learning of language content. This paper will provide learners’ attitude
towards using visual aids in multimedia classrooms in their learning process, as well
as effectiveness of visual aids in learning and teaching English as a foreign language.
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Over the years it is not doubt that language is considered as an important means
of communication, which is essential to the existence and development of human
society. In today’s world only knowledge of the native language is not enough, so more
and more attention paid to the study of foreign languages in school. At present,
knowledge of foreign languages is a necessity most popular English language, as it has
the status of an international language among the world. Based on the requirements of
modern education, every teacher has to solve many problems to find modern ways of
learning, making it fun and relevant standards, to create the necessary condition of
active teaching system of English, providing the process of foreign language
acquisition with modern technology, methodological recommendations and supporting
materials as well as visual aids in order to make teaching process significantly more

efficient and more progressive.
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Visual tools, such as pictures and videos in any available format, can be used for

a wide range of activities, from speaking and writing to enhancing students’ vocabulary
and grammar skills because the simultaneous visual and auditory input provided by
visual tools facilitates both teaching and learning foreign languages. The findings of
the study suggest that using visuals as a teaching method stimulates thinking and
improves learning environment in a classroom. Effective use of visual aids substitutes
monotonous learning environments. Students develop and increase personal
understanding of the areas of learning when they experience a successful and pleasant
learning in the EFL classroom. In addition, students find visual sessions useful and
relevant when it has some direct relation to the course content.

It is the fact that searching for appropriate and effective teaching materials
occupies a great space of teacher’s thinking. Among these teaching materials visual
aids have its significant role. Based on the findings of current researches we take much
more knowledge through our visual intelligence rather than other senses or
intelligences. There is a famous Uzbek proverb “one sighted is worth, a hundred
words”. Over the years, the benefits related to the use of visual aids in the language
classroom have been a topic of lively debate. Today, one thing that cannot be denied is
that language learners live in a rapidly developing media world, in which most of the
information is provided by visual input, through different technological devices.

As scholars have always argued, in order to make the acquisition of the language
more meaningful for the students, teachers must bring the real world into the
classroom. There are three basic learning styles: Visual, Auditory, and Kinesthetic.
Visual learners learn better by watching rather than listening and tend to remember
details better that they can see. Auditory learners learn best by listening. They depend
on hearing and speaking as their main way of learning. They may repeat back to
themselves or others to sort through the information that is being conveyed. Kinesthetic
learners learn best by using the hands-on approach, active movements, and through
experience. They like to learn as they go and generally do not look at the instructions

first. In addition, kinesthetic learners usually prefer group or team activities.
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As it will be explained by Canning-Wilson, visual support refers to using a picture
or other visual item to communicate with an individual who has difficulty
understanding or using language. The visual impact of images has been proved to be
superior to the one of texts, and that is why visual aids result to be very effective to
help students in memorizing new vocabulary and structures. Based on the ideas of
Brinton allows visual materials can create a harmony between the students and the
instructional methodology materials. They can be a helpful tool in the language
classroom that they help the teacher to clarify, establish, correlate and coordinate
accurate concepts, interpretations and appreciations, and enable him to make learning
more concrete, effective, interesting, inspirational, meaningful and vivid.

By using visual aids in the classroom, teachers can teach languages making the
class interesting. Different visuals bring variation in the classroom teaching which are
helpful to draw the attention of the students toward the lessons. For example, if the
language teachers use different pictures related to the lesson of the class, the classes
become lively as well as learners get some schemata of the topic. It is always better to
have something visuals in front of the students so that they can understand the lesson
well. As suggested by Gardner’s multiple intelligence, all the learners do not learn in
the same way. Some learns better by watching, some learn better by listening and so
on. Therefore, having something visuals on the lesson are always helpful for the
learners. Using pictures in the class makes the lessons appealing. Recent textbooks and
the design of the newspapers which are intentionally designed in ways easily attract for
grabbing readers’ interest.

One of the example of enhancing grammar skill: pupils often have difficulties
understanding different types of conditional sentences and their usage in variety of
texts and writing essays. In order to make this experience more pleasant to pupils and
engage them, teachers can use pictures to provide the pupils with the chance of being
creative and using their imagination. For example, if the aim of the lesson is that the
pupils produce a first conditional sentence, a picture of a library might be used. In our

case, pupils were encouraged to produce sentences like: ‘If I go to a library, | will read
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a lot of interesting books.” Moreover, If the aim is that the pupils think of a sentence

using the second conditional, a picture of pilot can be used and pupils then produce
sentences like: ‘If 1 were a pilot, | would fly and travel abroad’. This activity can be
extended by building on each other’s ideas and chaining them together, which results
in an amusing and very effective exercise. Although among the simplest of tools,
pictures can be used in numerous contexts. A possible application is using pictures to
teach modal verbs of certainty and deduction. For example, pupils were shown pictures
of an ill person. Then they were persuaded to use their imagination to produce different
sentences using modal verbs, such as ‘This can’t be mine’, or ‘He must be sick’. In
addition, pictures can also be used when teaching past tenses. For example, pupils can
be shown funny pictures on the basis of which they have to write a story and include
what had happened before, what was happening while the picture was being taken, and
the reasons why it happened, while making sure to use the correct tenses. This is also
an excellent writing activity and speaking activity which can engage pupils’ creativity
and can be used to practice sequencing, narration and causality.

The technology and education are improving very fast, and taking into a count
that teachers are more critical than technological is very important to discover new
abilities in order to create students better thinkers. Summarizing, visual aids are
claimed to facilitate the learning process and to improve the outcomes in the language
classroom. Visual aids are the devices that assist the teacher to clarify, establish, and
correlate and co-ordinate precise conceptions, understandings and appreciations and
support him to make learning more actual, active, motivating, encouraging, significant

and glowing.
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