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ABSTRACT 

In this article, we will explore Greene’s critique of imperialism and colonialism. 

We will begin by discussing his personal experiences with these systems and how they 

influenced his views. We will then analyze his critiques of imperialism and colonialism 

in his novels and other works, providing specific examples to support our analysis. 

Finally, we will discuss the legacy of Greene’s work and its continued relevance, 

particularly in the context of postcolonial studies. 
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КРИТИКА ИМПЕРИАЛИЗМА И КОЛОНИАЛИЗМА ГРЭМОМ ГРИМОМ 

 

Аннотатция: В этой статье мы исследуем критику Грином империализма и 

колониализма. Мы начнем с обсуждения его личного опыта работы с этими 

системами и того, как они повлияли на его взгляды. Затем мы проанализируем 

его критику империализма и колониализма в его романах и других 

произведениях, приведя конкретные примеры в поддержку нашего анализа. 

Наконец, мы обсудим наследие работы Грина и ее сохраняющуюся актуальность, 

особенно в контексте постколониальных исследований. 

Ключевые слова:критика империализма, колониализм постколониалные 

исследования.  

  

GRAHAM GRINNING IMPERIALIZM VA MUSTAMLAKACHILIK 

HAQIDAGI TANQIDI 

 

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada biz Grinning imperializm va mustamlakachilik 

haqidagi tanqidini o‘rganamiz. Biz uning ushbu tizimlar bilan bog‘liq shaxsiy 

tajribasini va ular uning qarashlariga qanday ta’sir qilganini muhokama qilishdan 

boshlaymiz. Keyin uning romanlari va boshqa asarlarida imperializm va 

mustamlakachilik haqidagi tanqidlarini tahlil qilamiz, tahlilimizni tasdiqlovchi aniq 
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misollar keltiramiz. Va nihoyat, biz Grin ishining merosi va uning doimiy 

dolzarbligini, ayniqsa postkolonial tadqiqotlar kontekstida muhokama qilamiz. 

 

 Greene was a British author and playwright, born in 1904 and passed away in 

1991. Throughout his prolific career, he wrote a wide range of works, including novels, 

short stories, plays, and essays. He is considered by many to be one of the greatest 

British writers of the 20th century. 

Greene’s critique of imperialism and colonialism is a significant theme that runs 

throughout much of his work. Growing up in a colonizing power, Greene was able to 

witness firsthand the impact of British imperialism on the colonized peoples. This 

experience had a profound effect on him, and he became one of the most vocal critics 

of imperialism and colonialism in British literature. 

Greene’s personal experiences with imperialism and colonialism began in his 

childhood. He was born in Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, England, in a family that had 

made its fortune in the cotton industry in the British colony of Sierra Leone. His father 

was a headmaster in a British school in the colony, and Greene spent part of his early 

childhood there. 

At the age of seven, Greene was sent to a boarding school in England, where he 

experienced the cultural shock of returning to a country he barely knew. This sense of 

displacement would continue to haunt him throughout his life and would influence his 

feelings towards the British Empire. 

Later in life, Greene worked as a journalist and traveled extensively around the 

world, including to British colonies in Africa and Asia. During these travels, he 

witnessed firsthand the poverty, oppression, and violence that were the consequences 

of British imperialism and colonialism. He was particularly affected by the treatment 

of the indigenous peoples and the exploitation of their resources by the colonizers. 

These experiences had a profound impact on Greene, and he became a vocal critic 

of imperialism and colonialism in his works. He believed that these systems were 

morally bankrupt and that they caused immense harm to both the colonized people and 

the colonizers themselves. His personal experiences with imperialism and colonialism 

gave him a unique perspective on the subject and informed his literary critiques of these 

systems. 

In his works, Greene often portrayed the negative consequences of imperialism 

and the moral corruption it engendered. One of his most famous novels, "The Quiet 

American," is a scathing criticism of American imperialism in Vietnam. The novel 

portrays the American involvement in Vietnam as a misguided attempt to impose 

Western values and democracy on a country that did not want or need them. The 
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novel’s protagonist, Alden Pyle, is a well-meaning but naive American who is 

ultimately responsible for the death and suffering of many Vietnamese people. 

Another example of Greene’s critique of imperialism can be found in his novel 

"The Power and the Glory." The novel is set in Mexico during a time when the Catholic 

Church was being persecuted by the government. The protagonist is a Catholic priest 

who is on the run from the authorities. Through his portrayal of the priest and his 

struggles, Greene highlights the hypocrisy and corruption of the Mexican government 

and its complicity with American imperialism. 

Greene’s short story "A Little Place off the Edgware Road" is another example of 

his critique of imperialism. The story is about a young woman who is a prostitute in 

London. She meets a man who claims to be a former British colonial administrator and 

who becomes obsessed with her. Through the character of the former administrator, 

Greene portrays the moral corruption of British imperialism and the damage it inflicted 

on both the colonized and the colonizers. 

Overall, Greene’s works are characterized by a deep sense of moral outrage at the 

injustices and violence perpetrated by imperialism. His portrayals of the negative 

consequences of imperialism and colonialism are often bleak and unflinching, and he 

does not shy away from depicting the suffering and oppression experienced by the 

colonized peoples. His works serve as a powerful critique of imperialism and a warning 

against the dangers of unchecked power and greed. 

In addition to his critique of imperialism, Greene also addressed the negative 

consequences of colonialism in his works. Colonialism, like imperialism, involved the 

domination and exploitation of other countries and peoples, but it had a more direct 

impact on the lives of the colonized. Greene’s works often depicted the violence, 

oppression, and cultural destruction inflicted by colonial powers. 

One example of Greene’s critique of colonialism can be found in his novel "The 

Heart of the Matter." The novel is set in West Africa during World War II and portrays 

the effects of British colonialism on both the colonizers and the colonized. The 

protagonist, a British colonial administrator, is tormented by guilt and moral 

ambivalence over his role in the oppression of the local people. The novel also depicts 

the hypocrisy and corruption of the colonial system, as well as the suffering and poverty 

experienced by the African people under colonial rule. 

Another example of Greene’s critique of colonialism can be found in his novel 

"The Comedians." The novel is set in Haiti during the rule of the dictator François 

Duvalier, known as "Papa Doc." The novel portrays the brutality and oppression of the 

Duvalier regime, as well as the complicity of the Western powers, particularly the 

United States, in propping up the regime. Through his portrayal of the Haitian people 
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and their struggle for freedom, Greene highlights the destructive impact of colonialism 

on the cultures and identities of colonized peoples. 

Overall, Greene’s critique of colonialism is characterized by a deep sense of 

empathy for the oppressed and a keen awareness of the psychological and cultural 

damage inflicted by colonialism. His works serve as a powerful reminder of the lasting 

impact of colonialism on the world and the ongoing struggles for justice and equality 

in postcolonial societies. 

Greene’s critique of imperialism and colonialism remains a powerful and 

influential legacy in the literary world. His works continue to inspire critical thinking 

and social consciousness in readers around the world. Through his portrayal of the 

brutality and violence of these systems, Greene exposed the moral corruption and 

hypocrisy of the colonial powers, and challenged readers to confront the often-unseen 

consequences of imperialism and colonialism. 

In the context of postcolonial studies, Greene’s work remains particularly relevant 

today. Postcolonial studies is an interdisciplinary field that examines the social, 

cultural, and political effects of colonialism and imperialism, and seeks to challenge 

the legacies of these systems in contemporary society. Greene’s work, with its 

unrelenting critique of imperialism and colonialism, provides valuable insights into the 

psychological and cultural impact of these systems, and serves as a powerful tool for 

understanding the ongoing struggles for justice and equality in postcolonial societies. 

Moreover, Greene’s work is also relevant in the context of contemporary debates 

around globalization, neo-colonialism, and cultural imperialism. As the world becomes 

increasingly interconnected and globalized, it is important to remember the lessons of 

history and to remain vigilant against the excesses of power and greed. Greene’s work, 

with its powerful critique of imperialism and colonialism, continues to serve as a 

warning against the dangers of unchecked power and the importance of social justice 

and human rights. 

In conclusion, Greene’s legacy as a critic of imperialism and colonialism is a vital 

contribution to the literary and intellectual traditions of the 20th century, and his work 

remains an inspiration and a challenge to readers and scholars around the world. 

Through his unflinching portrayal of the consequences of these systems, he reminds us 

of the importance of critical thinking, empathy, and social responsibility in confronting 

the challenges of our time. 
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