
Educational Research in Universal Sciences                                                                                                                                   

ISSN: 2181-3515                                                                   VOLUME 2 | SPECIAL ISSUE 3 | 2023 
 

  
 

https://t.me/Erus_uz                         Multidisciplinary Scientific Journal                      May, 2023 1128 

 

 

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL DEPTHS OF GRAHAM  

GREENE’S CHARACTERS 

 

Tulaboeva Madina 

Namangan State University 

A student of master’s  degree 

Tmadinauz@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

In this article, we will explore Greene’s portrayals of psychological depth in his 

characters. We will discuss the ways in which he explores the inner lives of his 

characters, analyzing the techniques he uses to reveal their deepest motivations and 

fears. We will also examine the complexity of his characters and the ways in which he 

portrays the human condition through their struggles. Finally, we will discuss the 

significance of Greene’s characterization in the literary world and the influence it has 

had on other writers. 

Keywords: character, psychological,explore,psychological  depth,The end of the 

Affair, The Destructors. 

 

ПСИХОЛОГИЧЕСКАЯ ГЛУБИНА ХАРАКТЕРОВ ГРЕМА ГРИНА 

 

Аннотатция: в этой статье мы исследуем то, как Грин изображает 

психологическую глубину своих персонажей. Мы обсудим способы, которыми 

он исследует внутреннюю жизнь своих персонажей, анализируя методы, 

которые он использует, чтобы выявить их самые глубокие мотивы и страхи. Мы 

также исследуем сложность его характеров и то, как он изображает человеческие 

условия через их борьбу. Наконец, мы обсудим значение характеристики Грина 

в литературном мире и влияние, которое она оказала на других писателей. 

Ключевые слова: характер, психология, исследование, психологическая 

глубина, Конец романа, Разрушители.  

 

GRAHAM GRIN ASARLARIDAGI QAHRAMONLAR XARAKTERINING 

CHUQURLIGI 

 

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada biz Grinning qahramonlaridagi psixologik 

chuqurlik tasvirlarini o‘rganamiz. Biz u o‘z qahramonlarining ichki hayotini o‘rganish, 

ularning eng chuqur motivlari va qo‘rquvlarini ochish uchun foydalanadigan usullarni 
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tahlil qilish usullarini muhokama qilamiz. Shuningdek, biz uning qahramonlarining 

murakkabligini va ularning kurashlari orqali insoniy holatni tasvirlash usullarini ko‘rib 

chiqamiz. Va nihoyat, biz Grin xarakteristikasining adabiy dunyodagi ahamiyati va 

uning boshqa yozuvchilarga ta’sirini muhokama qilamiz. 

Kalit so‘zlar: xarakter, psixologik, tadqiq, psixologik chuqurlik, Ishning oxiri, 

Buzg‘unchilar 

 

Graham Greene was a British novelist and playwright, born in 1904 and passed 

away in 1991. He was one of the most celebrated writers of the 20th century, known 

for his incisive social commentary and his exploration of complex moral and ethical 

issues. 

One of the most striking features of Greene’s work is his portrayals of 

psychological depth in his characters. He delves into the inner lives of his characters, 

revealing their fears, desires, and motivations with a rare level of insight and empathy. 

His characters are often deeply flawed and struggling with inner demons, but they are 

also deeply human, and their struggles resonate with readers on a profound level. 

 

Greene’s exploration of psychological depth in his characters is a hallmark of his 

writing style. He uses a variety of techniques to delve into the inner lives of his 

characters and reveal their deepest motivations, fears, and desires. 

One technique that Greene frequently employs is the use of interior monologue. 

He allows the reader to see inside the mind of his characters, giving us a glimpse of 

their innermost thoughts and feelings. By doing so, he creates a sense of intimacy and 

empathy between the reader and the character, allowing us to understand their struggles 

and identify with their experiences. 

Another technique that Greene uses is the portrayal of his characters’ physical and 

emotional reactions to their surroundings. He often describes their physical sensations, 

such as the feeling of the sun on their skin or the taste of food in their mouth. These 

sensory details create a vivid and immersive reading experience, and they also provide 

insights into the characters’ emotional states. 

Greene is also skilled at using dialogue to reveal his characters’ inner lives. He 

often employs subtle hints and indirect language to convey their thoughts and 

emotions, allowing the reader to infer their true feelings from what is left unsaid. 

One example of Greene’s exploration of psychological depth can be found in his 

novel "The End of the Affair." The novel is a deeply personal and introspective 

exploration of love, jealousy, and faith. The protagonist, Maurice Bendrix, is consumed 

by his obsession with his former lover, Sarah, and his efforts to unravel the mystery of 

her sudden departure reveal the depths of his own emotional turmoil. Through the use 
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of interior monologue, Greene allows us to see inside Maurice’s mind and witness the 

intensity of his emotions. 

Another example can be found in Greene’s short story "The Destructors." The 

story is about a group of boys who set out to destroy an old man’s house, and it explores 

themes of violence, power, and social class. Greene uses the physical destruction of the 

house as a metaphor for the psychological destruction of the boys themselves, and he 

portrays their inner struggles with a stark and unflinching realism. 

Overall, Greene’s exploration of psychological depth in his characters is a 

testament to his skill as a writer and his deep understanding of the human condition. 

Through his portrayals of complex, flawed, and deeply human characters, he invites us 

to examine our own inner lives and confront the most profound questions of existence. 

Greene’s characters are known for their complexity and their inner struggles. He 

portrays them as deeply flawed and struggling with their own demons, but also as 

deeply human and relatable. Through his characters, Greene explores the complexities 

of the human condition, examining the moral and ethical dilemmas that confront us all. 

One of the ways in which Greene portrays the human condition through his 

characters is by highlighting the tension between the individual and society. His 

characters often find themselves at odds with the expectations and conventions of their 

social milieu, struggling to reconcile their own desires and beliefs with the demands of 

the larger world. This tension creates a sense of moral ambiguity and complexity that 

is a hallmark of Greene’s writing. 

Another way in which Greene portrays the human condition is by examining the 

effects of trauma and suffering on the individual psyche. Many of his characters are 

haunted by past traumas, struggling to come to terms with the events that have shaped 

their lives. Through their struggles, Greene highlights the psychological toll of trauma 

and the ways in which it can shape our identities and our relationships with others. 

One example of Greene’s portrayal of complex characters can be found in his 

novel "The Quiet American." The novel is a meditation on the morality of American 

intervention in Vietnam, and it explores the psychological complexities of the novel’s 

protagonist, Alden Pyle. Pyle is torn between his desire to do good in the world and his 

naivete about the consequences of his actions, and his struggles reflect the moral 

ambiguity and complexity of the larger political context. 

Another example can be found in Greene’s novel "The Power and the Glory." The 

novel is set in Mexico during a time of intense persecution of the Catholic Church, and 

it explores the moral struggles of a Catholic priest who is on the run from the 

authorities. Through the priest’s inner struggles and his interactions with other 

characters, Greene portrays the complexities of faith, morality, and human weakness. 
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Overall, Greene’s portrayal of complex, multifaceted characters is a key element 

of his writing style and a testament to his skill as a writer. Through his characters, he 

explores the most profound questions of the human condition and challenges readers 

to confront their own moral and ethical beliefs. 

One of the recurring themes in Graham Greene’s works is the role of trauma in 

shaping his characters’ lives and personalities. Greene often portrays characters who 

are struggling with the aftermath of traumatic experiences, whether personal or 

historical, and examines the ways in which trauma can shape their identities and 

relationships. 

In his works, Greene portrays trauma as a powerful force that can have lasting 

psychological effects on his characters. Trauma can shape their beliefs, values, and 

behaviors, and can create deep-seated emotional wounds that can be difficult to heal. 

Through his portrayal of trauma, Greene highlights the complexity and depth of his 

characters’ inner lives and their struggles with the human condition. 

One of the ways in which Greene portrays trauma is through his use of flashbacks 

and memories. He often depicts his characters reliving traumatic events from their past, 

and the memories of these events can have a profound impact on their present lives. 

Through his use of flashback, Greene creates a sense of psychological depth and 

complexity that allows the reader to understand the full impact of trauma on his 

characters. 

Greene also portrays trauma as a social and historical phenomenon, exploring the 

ways in which historical events can shape the lives of his characters. For example, in 

his novel "The Quiet American," Greene depicts the trauma inflicted on the Vietnamese 

people by the French and American presence in their country. Through his portrayal of 

the Vietnamese characters, Greene highlights the psychological toll of colonialism and 

imperialism and emphasizes the importance of understanding historical trauma in the 

present. 

Another example of Greene’s portrayal of trauma can be found in his novel "The 

End of the Affair." The novel explores the aftermath of an affair between two 

characters, and the emotional trauma that results from their separation. Greene portrays 

the characters’ struggles with a sense of psychological realism and empathy, depicting 

the ways in which trauma can shape their beliefs and relationships. 

Overall, Greene’s portrayal of trauma in his works is a testament to his skill as a 

writer and his deep understanding of the human condition. Through his exploration of 

the psychological and historical effects of trauma, he challenges readers to confront the 

most profound questions of identity, morality, and humanity. 

In conclusion, the literary legacy of Graham Greene is a testament to his 

remarkable ability to create complex, multi-dimensional characters that reflect the 
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complexities of the human condition. Through his portrayals of psychological depth, 

complex moral and ethical dilemmas, and the effects of trauma, Greene invites readers 

to explore the most profound questions of existence and to confront the moral and 

ethical dilemmas that confront us all. 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. Bloom, H. (Ed.). (2010). Graham Greene. Infobase Publishing. 

2. Greene, G. (1951). The End of the Affair. Penguin Books. 

3. Greene, G. (1952). The Power and the Glory. Penguin Classics. 

4. Greene, G. (1955). The Quiet American. Penguin Classics. 

5. Hassan, I. (1982). The Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a Postmodern 

Literature. Oxford University Press. 

6. McEwan, I. (1994). Introduction to Brighton Rock. Vintage. 

7. Rushdie, S. (1981). Midnight’s Children. Jonathan Cape. 

8. Schwartz, D. (2009). Graham Greene’s Fictions: The Virtues of Extremity. Oxford 

University Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/Erus_uz

